EQCA-PAC

Page 2 of 3

EQCA-PAC
Page 3 of 3


[image: image1.png]Equality California PAC





Candidate Name: __ Ralph Denney ______________________

Campaign Committee Name: __VoteRalph2010 Committee to Elect Ralph Denney to the State Assembly__________

Political Party Affiliation: Republican 
Office Sought: State Assembly, 76th District____
Primary Contact:  Ralph Denney   Phone: 619-865-4755  Email: Ralph@VoteRalph.org


Campaign Address: 3790 Florida St. Unit AG06, San Diego, CA 92104
Website: www.VoteRalph.org 
 Facebook: Yes, under Ralph Denney
Twitter Feed: Not Yet
RSS Feed:  No


List any prior elected positions: Central Committee
Date of Primary Election: 08 June 2010
Date of General Election: 02 Nov 2010
Please check “Yes” or “No” for each question below and add comments on a separate page if necessary. 

1. Do you support full and complete equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) individuals?

      
     XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
2. Do you support the freedom to marry for same-sex couples?

      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
3. Do you support repealing Proposition 8, which amended the California Constitution to eliminate marriage for same-sex couples?          

      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
4. Did you oppose Proposition 8 when it appeared on the November 2008 ballot? (Please explain what you did to help defeat Proposition 8, below, if applicable.)
      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
I spoke vehemently against Proposition 8 and gave the conservative argument in favor of marriage equality before several Republican groups and other community forums.  Such as the Clairemont Town Council – where my Democratic opponent (Lori Saldana) refused an opportunity to express an opinion and chose NOT to defend a young man who spoke out against  8 and was verbally attacked by religious conservatives.
5. Did you oppose Proposition 22, which amended the Family Code to prohibit the recognition of marriages of same-sex couples performed outside of California, when it appeared on the March 2000 ballot? 
      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
6. Do you believe voters should be able to vote on the rights of minority groups? 
       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
     XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
7. Unmarried couples, including same-sex couples, who co-own a home together are subject to property tax increases when one of the co-owners dies and leaves the home to the survivor. Would you support excluding from property tax reassessment a transfer of co-tenancy interest in a principal residence if it was owned by two individuals and was transferred in whole to one of those individuals upon the death of the other?

      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 1 Following

8. Current parental consent requirements for mental health services create a barrier to treatment for many LGBT youth who may be put at risk of emotional or physical abuse by coming out to their parents prematurely and without support. Do you support permitting youth ages 12-17 to consent to mental health treatment without parental permission if the attending professional believes the youth is mature enough to make the decision or if the youth would present a danger of serious physical or mental harm to self or others without the services?
      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 2 Following

9. Current law requires correctional officials to consider factors such as age, history of prior convictions, and history of mental illness when identifying populations that might be especially vulnerable to abuse while in prison. Would you support legislation that would add self-reported concerns regarding one’s sexual orientation or gender identity to the list of factors that must be considered when safely classifying and housing prisoners? 

      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
10. Do support repealing the so-called Defense of Marriage Act that currently prevents married same-sex couples, including tens of thousands of same-sex couples who are legally married in California, from receiving federal spousal rights and protections? 
      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
11. Do you support allowing openly LGBT Americans to serve in the U.S. military?

      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
12. Do you support the Uniting American Families Act, which would allow a U.S. citizen or legal resident to petition for an immigration visa for a permanent same-sex partner? 
     XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
13. Do you support adoption of science-based policies that would repeal the current Food and Drug Administration rule prohibiting blood donation by men who have had sex with men? 
      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 3 Following

14. Do you support requiring that the role and contributions of the LGBT community be included in social science curriculum to the same extent as other underrepresented groups? 

      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 4 Following
15. Do you support diversity curriculum, including teaching students that some families are headed by LGBT parents?

                     XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 4 Following
16. Do you support government employees diagnosed with Gender Identity Disorder or Gender Dysphoria by a physician being covered for sex reassignment surgeries and treatments deemed medically necessary? 
       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Left unanswered.

See Note 5 Following.

17. Do you support requiring insurance companies, including HMOs, to cover medically necessary sex reassignment surgeries and treatments for insured individuals diagnosed by a physician with Gender Identity Disorder or Gender Dysphoria? 
       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Left unanswered.            See Note 5 Following.

18. Do you support requiring LGBT-specific cultural competency training for health professionals, law enforcement officials, domestic violence service providers, and  programs for youth and seniors? 
      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 6 Following
19. Do you support requiring government agencies and departments that collect demographic data to collect voluntary information about sexual orientation and gender identity? 
      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 7 Following

20. Do you support the repeal of arcane laws, such as California Welfare and Institutions Code Section 8050, which requires the State Department of Mental Health to conduct research into “the causes and cures of homosexuality?” 
      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
If there were a cure, my mother would have found it long ago.
21. Would you oppose cuts in the state budget to the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP), which provides medications to uninsured and underinsured Californians living with HIV and AIDS?        
       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
    XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 8 Following

22. Have you publicly supported openly LGBT candidates for elected office and/or appointed positions? If so, please include a separate list for review. 
      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 9 Following
23. Do you only endorse candidates who are pro-LGBT equality (including marriage equality) in primaries when there is a pro-LGBT equality candidate in the race? 
       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
     XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 10 Following
24. Do you only endorse candidates who are pro-LGBT equality (including marriage equality) in general elections when there is a pro-LGBT equality candidate in the race?
       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
     XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
See Note 10 Following
25. Have you  signed or will you sign the pledge under the Code of Fair Campaign Practices by which a candidate may voluntarily declare that he or she will not use or permit any appeal to negative prejudice based on race, sex, religion, national origin, physical health status, age, sexual orientation or gender identity? 
      XX FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
26. Please describe any experience or involvement you have had with the LGBT community. You may include steps you have taken to assist with civil rights for LGBT people and/or personal relationships (family members, friends, etc.) which have helped shape your viewpoint on LGBT issues. Please include whether you are a member of Equality California and, if so, how long you have been a member.
I am an active member of Log Cabin Republicans, an officer and founding member of the San Diego Chapter.  I have also been a long time volunteer for the San Diego LGBT Center (including the speaker’s bureau), the Hillcrest Youth Center, San Diego LGBT Pride, and Republicans AGAINST position 8, (see question 4 above).  I am also an openly gay member of the San Diego County Republican Central Committee, and as such have brought about –albeit slowly – a changing in the attitude of its members and leadership.  Along with others, I have fought against openly homophobic stands by the party, and for a more accepting view of the GLBTQ community.
I am not a member of EQCA.  I have been treated with open hostility and verbal abuse at PRIDE festivals by EQCA volunteers and staff.  I seen how poorly EQCA treats LCR.  This is the third time I have run for office, yet this is the first time EQCA has sent me a questionnaire (and with only one day to complete it).  I am aware of at least one instance where EQCA listed a homophobic Democrat as ‘acceptable’ without even bothering to ask his Republican opponent her stand on civil marriage equality (she supported it).  I am unaware of EQCA ever considering endorsing a Republican regardless of how GLBTQ friendly he or she is.  During the campaign against Prop 8, EQCA refused to acknowledge the excellent editorial against Prop 8 written by Tom Campbell (then a major Republican Candidate for Governor), listing the CONSERVATIVE reasons, (such as the unquestioned benefit to society to encourage any loving couple to accept responsibility for each other and to work together towards their shared future), why Republicans should vote against it.  In San Diego, I and several other volunteers were driven from the campaign as volunteers by staff’s insistence on supporting Obama, even though he opposed marriage equality, (and since has broken every promise he has made to our community).  I sincerely hope my receiving this questionnaire demonstrates a move toward fairness and true bi-partisanship.
Please understand I feel no small degree of frustration in regard to what I see as significant missteps on the part of EQCA and others to the detriment of true GLBTQ reform in law and society, by failing to hold Democrats answerable and to the same high standards expected of other political parties.
27. If elected, how would you be a champion for LGBT equality? 

I would user the ‘bully pulpit’ to champion the conservative arguments in favor of equality for ALL citizens of California.  As Lincoln said, “anyone who would deny rights to anyone deserves them not themselves…”
28. Please list the top three reasons why you think that LGBT people and allies should vote for you? 

1. As stated above, I will champion the conservative argument in favor of equality and civil marriage.  My office will be open to assist all persons who are being mistreated by the government or who fall through the cracks in receiving the services and assistance they need.
2. I will work hard to identify the waste and bloat which robs those who depend on society’s help to survive, improving vital services necessary for health, education, and life itself. I will work hard in a bi-partisan fashion to find beneficial solutions to once and fore all fix California’s continuing budget mess.
3. Better than my opponent, as an openly gay Republican I will show the community at large we really do have the same wants, needs, and concerns as public at large, while still addressing those needs and concerns unique to the GLBTQ community.  I will not be the GAY REPUBLICAN in the Assembly.  I will be the Assembly member who represents the entire 76th District – including those who voted against me – doing the People’s business, while being proudly gay and Republican.
Candidate

Signature:_(Sent by my personal email with signed copy to be sent tomorrow) Date:_21 January 2010
Thank you for taking the time to complete our questionnaire!
Note 1/Question 7:

Under certain conditions such as Domestic Couples (GLBT or Straight) and interfamily transfers such as from me to my disabled son.
Note 2/Question 8:

Although I do support parental rights, I also recognize there are valid situations such as the very narrow circumstance described in the question where the health and safety of the child MUST take priority over those rights.  From personal experience, I know this can be especially true with GLBTQ (particularly the TQ) youth.

Note 3/Question 13:

I would welcome my likely Democrat opponent, Toni Atkins, to join me at the San Diego Blood Bank this summer to dramatize this very issue.
Note 4/Question 14/15:
I strongly support greater local control of schools, and that the proper role of the state is to set minimum standards and to audit the various districts to ensure their compliance, financial health, and to abide by anti-discrimination laws.  I also firmly believe education must be diverse and honest.  History should never be distorted to hide or downplay the role of any group, even to the extent of hiding pertinent information such as their ethnicity, faith, or sexual orientation.  To do so, cheapens our school system and betrays our children.  Education must avoid any undo bias to history and science.
Note 5/Question 16/17:

Under some situations, I could see myself agreeing, but I am uncertain as to this issue, although I would be willing to listen to the arguments and keep an open mind.  I have and value as friends both transgender and transsexual individuals, and know the pain they have suffered, I frankly do not understand the condition well enough to make an informed decision without greater thought and research which answering this questionnaire does not grant.

Note 6/Question 18:

Except for religion based programs for youth & seniors only.    Municipal, state, and federal programs must should include such training, we must recognize that many youth and senior support and activity programs are conducted by religious organizations.  The state does not have the right to mandate any faith (unless specific harm can be shown) to accept things against their tenets.  Certainly an argument can be made IF they accept public funds, but that is not made clear by your question.
Note 7/Question 19:

Although opposed to ‘big brother’ and intrusion of the government into our private lives, history has shown us just how important it is for minorities - such as the GLBTQ Community – to participate in such census related projects and to be properly recorded.  I urge ALL self identified minorities to answer truly and correctly the 2010 Census, as I will.

Note 8/Question 21:

So there is no misunderstanding, I DO support cutting the wasteful regulations and bureaucracy which squander limited resources and – on the average – bleed off almost 2/3rd of funding for any given project, denying proper and adequate care for those who genuinely need society’s help.
Note 9/Question 22:

Most recently, Todd Gloria and Carl DeMaio for San Diego City Council.  I have also supported many LCR members for office, both elected and appointed.  My alternate to the San Diego Republican Central Committee is openly gay, and I am encouraging other GLBTQ run for public office.

Note 10/Question 23/24:
I support the candidate who I consider the best qualified on ALL issues.  I do consider their support to GLBT issues, and I have never supported or endorsed an openly homophobic candidate.
PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRE TO � HYPERLINK "mailto:OWEN@EQCA.ORG" �OWEN@EQCA.ORG� NO LATER THAN JANUARY 21
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